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Saxon floor, Norman wall, and medieval and post-medieval floor tile fabrics
July 2007

NB tin-glazed tile fabrics are listed separately

*: occurrence is occurrence in London

Saxon
Fabric 3244

Pale grey and cream

Sandy fabric, common quartz (up to 0.8mm) with scatter of red and black iron oxide (up to 1mm)

Very rare*
Norman
Fabric 3092

Orange, light grey core
Very fine sandy fabric, numerous very small quartz and some dark iron oxide and muscovite mica inclusions (up to 0.05mm) Occasional clay inclusions (up to 2.0mm)

Very rare
Medieval/post-medieval
Coarse sandy fabrics
Fabric 1810
Brown
Sandy fabric, well sorted large quartz grains (up to 0.5mm) occasional iron oxide (up to 2.0mm). Penn fabric

Fairly common
Fabric 2194 
Orange

Sandy fabric frequent quartz (up to 1.0mm)

Fairly common
Fabric 1813
Light brown
Sandy fabric, frequent quartz (up to 0.5mm)

Fairly common
Fabric 2892
Orange
Sandy, common quartz (up to 0.6mm) and red iron oxide (up to 2.0mm) Scatter of calcium carbonate with occasional flint/chert. ‘Westminster’ fabric

Fairly common
Fine sandy fabrics/fairly sandy fabrics
Fabric 1811

Brown
Fairly common red iron oxide (up to 0.3mm) otherwise similar to fabric 2316. Penn fabric

Fairly common
Fabric 2316
Orange, light brown
Lacks black iron oxide and rock fragments, otherwise almost same as fabric 2320

Fairly common
Fabric 2320

Orange, pink
Fine and sandy, common quartz (up to 0.3mm) and occasional black iron oxide (up to 1.0mm), calcium carbonate, and rock fragments (up to 2.0mm)

Fairly common
Fabric 2322
Light orangey-brown
Fairly sandy fabric, with quartz (up to 0.5mm) and common red iron oxide (up to 1.5mm), occasional silty bands and black iron oxide. Similar to fabric 2320 apart from silty lenses

Fairly common
Fabric 2324

Orange, grey
Fine sandy fabric, common quartz (up to 0.2mm) with frequent red iron oxide (up to 2.0mm) and occasional silty bands and inclusions (up to 1.0mm)

Fairly common
Fabric 2505

Orange

Very fine sandy fabric, common quartz (mostly up to 0.1mm) and black iron oxide (up to 0.01mm); Frequent red iron oxide inclusions (up to 2.0mm). Can be a Low Countries fabric
Fairly common
Fabric 2894

Red, orange
Varying amounts of well sorted quartz (up to 0.8mm) occasional iron oxide (up to 1.0mm). A less sandy version of 1810. Similar to fabric 2324 but smoother background clay matrix. Penn fabric
Very common
Fabric 3066

White, pink
Moderate small quartz (up to 0.5mm) with scatter large quartz (up to 1.0mm), pink iron oxide inclusions and lenses

Rare
Fabric 3084

Red, orange, light brown
Very fine sandy fabric with abundant small (0.1mm) quartz. Common red and black iron oxide (up to 2.0mm). Occasional calcium carbonate

Rare
Fine fabrics
Fabric 2199 

Orange, brown, light grey core
Small quantities of quartz (up to 0.7mm) with scatter of very small black iron oxide grains (up to 0.01mm), larger iron oxide (up to 1mm) and muscovite mica. ‘Westminster’ fabric

Very common
Fabric 2317
Brown, light grey core
Moderate v. fine quartz (up to 0.1mm) occasional black iron oxide(up to 0.05mm). Can be a Low Countries fabric
Fabric 2321

Reddish-brown

Fairly sandy, frequent small quartz (up to 0.4mm) Occasional flint, quartzite and sandstone rock fragments (up to 3mm). Low Countries fabric
Rare
Fabric 2851
Orange, light grey core
Fairly frequent black and dark red iron oxide (up to 1mm) with a scatter of quartz (up to 0.3mm). ‘Westminster’ fabric

Fairly rare
Fabric 3081

Orange, light grey core
Fine smooth clay matrix with almost no quartz. Scatter of red iron oxide (up to 3mm). ‘Westminster’ fabric

Fairly rare
Fabric 3268

Reddish-orange
As fabric 2321 but with scatter of red iron oxide (up to 1mm). Low Countries fabric
Rare
Very fine sandy fabrics
Fabric 3241

Orange, brown
Very fine sandy fabric. Numerous very small quartz and common very small dark iron oxide (up to 0.05mm). Scatter of red iron oxide (up to 3mm) and occasional cream clay inclusions (up to 2mm). French (Dieppe group) fabric
Rare
Silty fabrics

Fabric 1977

Orange

Common quartz (up to 0.6mm) frequent red iron oxide/ clay inclusions (up to 2.0mm) and cream silt bands and lenses. Low Countries fabric
Fairly rare
Fabric 2318
Orange, light brown
Sandy fabric, abundant quartz (up to 0.5mm) frequent red iron oxide/clay inclusions (up to 2.0mm) and cream silty bands and lenses. Low Countries fabric
Very common
Fabric 2850

Orange

Common quartz (up to 0.5mm) frequent red iron oxide/clay inclusions (up to 2.0mm) and common silty bands and lenses. As fabric 1977 but less prominent silty bands. Low Countries fabric
Very common
Fabric 3063

Light brown
Abundant cream silty inclusions (up to 4.0mm) and red iron oxide (up to 2.0mm) Occasional quartz (up to 0.5mm). Low Countries fabric
Common
Fabric 3075
Orange
Very fine silty fabric with numerous small (up to 0.2mm) quartz grains. Frequent rounded red and cream clay inclusions (up to 10mm) and lenses. Iron oxide scattered through the clay matrix (up to 4.0mm) Clay matrix contains numerous very fine quartz (up to 0.2mm). Low Countries fabric
Fairly rare
Fabric 3076
Pink, light brown
Abundant red iron oxide/clay inclusions (up to 2.0mm) with frequent well sorted quartz (up to 0.6mm). Scatter of rounded silty inclusions (up to 1.0mm), silty lenses. A Penn fabric
Fairly rare
Fabric 3080
Orange, light grey
Frequent large creamy ‘grog’ inclusions (up to 16.0mm), common red iron oxide (up to 2.0mm) and small quartz (up to 0.2mm). Low Countries fabric
Fairly rare
Fabric 3082
Orange, brown
Large clay inclusions, only small sized quartz. Low Countries fabric
Fairly rare
Fabric 3246

Orange

Fairly common quartz (up to 0.5mm) with frequent cream silty clay inclusions (up to 5mm) giving a lumpy clay texture. Scattered red and black iron oxide (up to 2mm). Penn fabric
Fairly rare
Common calcium carbonate fabrics (all usually Low Countries origin)

Fabric 1678

Orange
Common small quartz and calcium carbonate (up to 0.2mm). Occasional iron oxide (up to 0.8mm)
Very common
Fabric 2191
Light brown, pink
Less frequent quartz and calcium carbonate otherwise similar to fabric 1678

Common
Fabric 2323

Orange

Moderately sandy fabric with quartz (up to 1.3mm) and calcium carbonate (up to 1.5mm) plus occasional black iron oxide (up to 0.6mm) and red clay/iron oxide inclusions (up to 5.0mm)
Common
Fabric 2497
Pale maroon

Abundant small quartz and calcium carbonate (up to 0.2mm) occasional iron oxide (up to 1.0mm). As fabric 1678 but more common quartz and calcium carbonate

Very common
Fabric 2504 

Red, maroon
Common small white calcium carbonate inclusions (up to 0.2mm) and quartz (up to 0.4mm). Scatter of black iron oxide (up to 1mm). Occasional thin silty lenses

Very common
Fabric 3083

Orange, light brown
Finely mottled clay matrix with fairly common quartz (up to 0.4mm) and iron oxide (up to 2.0mm) Matrix streaky in places

Fairly common
Other fabrics
Fabric 1158
Maroon, grey

Fine sandy fabric, frequent quartz (up to 0.3mm) large inclusions of quartzite (up to 9.0mm)
Rare
Fabric 3087

Light brown
Numerous ‘grog’ inclusions (up to 2.0mm) with occasional calcium carbonate (up to 1.0mm)

Rare
Fabric 3232

Red, orange
Frequent rounded clay pellets and iron oxide inclusions (up to 3.0mm) and very small calcium carbonate inclusions (up to 0.3mm). Probably Low Countries fabric
Rare
Fabric 3256
Yellow

Scattered quartz (up to 0.8mm) and thin red clay bands
Rare
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