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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the Collaborative Doctoral Landscape Award? 
The award is funded through the UKRI Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Collaborative Doctoral Landscape Awards scheme. The awards are designed to support the next generation of arts and humanities researchers through partnerships between higher education institutions (HEIs) and non-HEI organisations such as galleries, libraries, archives and museums. The training partnerships aim to identify and address short and long-term skills challenges and foster interdisciplinarity between the cultural, creative and heritage sectors, academia and other employers.
The scheme offers fully funded studentships for study towards a doctoral degree. Students are jointly supervised by subject specialists at a UK university, and at an award-holding organisation. 
The scheme provides an exceptional opportunity for doctoral students to acquire new skills within a research-led, professional environment. Students are also encouraged to engage with the wider public and to present their research to non-specialist audiences. The scheme also seeks to facilitate collaboration between universities and a diverse range of partners, including cultural organisations and community groups.

2. What are Collaborative Doctoral Landscape Award studentships at MOLA? 
MOLA’s studentships are paid studentships that allow MOLA and a university to collaborate on a project that falls within the AHRC’s subject domain, and that can provide demonstrated benefits to both partners. Each project is carried out by a research student who is recruited by the partners and who will gain a doctorate by the end of the studentship, jointly supervised by staff from both MOLA and the proposing university.  

3. Who can propose a studentship project?
To submit an outline project proposal you must be a current member of academic staff at a Research Organisation directly supported by the UK funding councils. This includes most UK universities and PhD-awarding colleges. Studentship proposals must be submitted by the member of the university’s academic staff who would act as the student’s main supervisor. Outline proposals which are shortlisted for the second stage of the selection process will be co-developed into a full proposal with a MOLA staff member, who would act as the student’s co-supervisor. 

4. What is the role of the university in the scheme? 
The university is responsible for administering the studentship in line with the AHRC’s terms and conditions, receiving funds from the AHRC for fees and to cover the student’s maintenance. Once the AHRC has checked and approved the nominated PhD studentship projects, these will be set up as Doctoral Training Grants to the university involved in each project, and will follow the same process for activating grants and funding students on other PhD awards (i.e. the funding award will be made directly to the collaborating university rather than to MOLA). The university partner for a studentship can be anywhere in the UK. 
The university supervisor is the lead supervisor for the studentship. They, and their department, should demonstrably provide the right expertise and support for the topic. All proposals should have both a main university supervisor and a second university supervisor to ensure continuity of supervision in the event of staff changes during the PhD period. 

5. What is MOLA’s role in the scheme? 
Each of the chosen studentships will ultimately be co-supervised by at least one member of MOLA staff and will have a second MOLA co-supervisor identified to ensure continuity of supervision in the event of staff changes during the PhD period. At least one of the MOLA Co-supervisors should be on a permanent/open-ended contract. 
MOLA staff members will also collaborate with the proposed university supervisors of outline project proposals which are shortlisted in the first stage of the application process, to develop a full project proposal for consideration by the final selection panel (see below). 
 
6. How many studentships will MOLA be co-supervising? 
The AHRC has awarded us a total allocation of twelve funded studentships, with three studentships awarded in each of four years (students beginning in October 2027, 2028, 2029 and 2030). 
 
7. How will MOLA decide which studentships to support?
All project proposals will be subject to a rigorous, two-stage selection process, in accordance with AHRC guidelines. The final selection will be made by a panel which may comprise MOLA staff, trustees, former doctoral students and representatives from universities and other award-holding organisations. Panel members will not take part in the review of any proposals where there may be a conflict of interest.
This panel will score each proposal based on the AHRC's review scoring range, and will consider: 
· The academic quality of the proposal
· Are there clear and answerable research questions?  
· Will the research lead to an original and substantial contribution to the knowledge of the subject matter? 
· The suitability of the proposed project to PhD-level research
· Is there a PhD in this topic?
· How practical will it be for the student to complete the research and answer these questions in the time period and with the specialist support and resources that MOLA and the university have available? 
· Is there scope for the student to develop their own emphasis within the overall proposal? 
· What will be the benefits to the student of doing a doctorate in collaboration with MOLA rather than in a university alone? 
· The potential benefits to MOLA and the student.
· How does this studentship support MOLA’s research themes, aims, priorities and current initiatives (see section below)? 
· Is the proposal part of a partnership with other organisations? 
· How does this studentship connect with challenges and opportunities relating to the wider cultural heritage and historic environment sectors? 
· Is the proposal part of a partnership with other museums, libraries or similar institutions? 
The panel will also consider: 
· The suitability and track record of the proposed supervisors 
· The project’s fit with the workload and other commitments of the proposed MOLA supervisors 

8. What kind of project is MOLA looking for? 
We welcome outline project proposals for studentships provided that the proposed project is of high quality, is appropriate for collaborative study at doctoral level, and is relevant to both AHRC subject areas (https://www.ukri.org/councils/ahrc/remit-programmes-and-priorities/) and MOLA’s own research themes and priorities.  
The priority research themes we are exploring through this award are:
1. Thinking beyond the site: data and synthesis: Taking advantage of the data generated by our complex projects, with a wide temporal and geographical reach, the scale of different kinds of data available for study, and our exceptional body of staff with relevant expertise.
2. Sustainability, ecology, and the environment: Intersections of environmental archaeology, modelling and mapping of ecological and environmental change, land use, geoarchaeology, and contemporary concerns for climate action and sustainability.
3. New futures for archaeology: Applying a creative and speculative lens to archaeology as a field of research, practice, and interpretation. Archaeology’s contribution to the Anthropocene, to wellbeing, and to what a de-colonised development-led archaeology might entail. Devising alternative approaches to storytelling, to citizen leadership in research, and public engagement, to innovations with visual and sensorial practices - helping to conceive radically different futures for the discipline.
4. Digital, data and archives for collective benefit, and immersive and interactive production: Priming data and their infrastructures (FAIR: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable) and utilising primed data to experiment with outputs that support social, emotive, reflective, climate accountable, and sustainable outcomes that draw on the affordances of the digital.
[bookmark: _Hlk76738547]
9. How long is a studentship? 
The studentships are funded for four years (48 months) full-time or part-time equivalent. 

10. What does the studentship funding cover? 
Each studentship includes the university tuition fees at the UK student rate and a student maintenance grant for four years. Please note that the cost of Oxford/Cambridge College fees are not covered. In addition to this full studentship award for fees and maintenance, MOLA will provide up to £1,000 per annum per student to cover the costs of travel between the university and MOLA, and related costs in carrying out research. 
 
11. Who can be a Collaborative Doctoral Landscape Award student? 
Any prospective doctoral student wishing to study at a UK research organisation, including prospective international students, can apply for a UKRI studentship. All UKRI-funded doctoral students will be eligible for the full award – both the stipend to support living costs, and fees at the UK research organisation rate. 
Applicants must meet the same eligibility criteria as any AHRC doctoral research student. See https://www.ukri.org/manage-your-award/meeting-ukri-terms-and-conditions-for-funding/ahrc-studentships-requirements-for-research-organisations-and-award-holders/ for more details. 

12. Where will the student be based? 
The student is expected to spend a significant amount of their time researching at one or more of MOLA’s London, Northampton or Stanstead offices, and attending training and other MOLA-based activities. MOLA will provide additional financial support to our students for travel and related research costs of up to £1,000 per student per year over the course of the studentship. 

13. Can a university propose more than one studentship working on a topic? 
University partners can propose two studentships working on a larger project (which could involve different university and MOLA departments or sets of supervisors), however please note that competition for our three studentships per year is likely to be strong, and MOLA reserves the right to select only one proposal, or none at all. 
 
14. Can a proposal be for a particular student? 
MOLA wishes studentship opportunities to be available to the widest possible pool of candidates from a diverse range of backgrounds, and for this reason we have decided not to allow nominated students as part of proposals to this scheme – the three chosen studentship opportunities will be advertised publicly.
 
15. I am from a university and would like to propose a project. How should I do this? 
In the first instance, university supervisors are invited to submit an outline proposal by downloading the outline project proposal form from the MOLA website [LINK] and returning it to phd@mola.org.uk    	Comment by Dwyer, Emma: mola website link here
Up to 12 outline proposals will be selected for the university and MOLA supervisors to expand into full project proposals in collaboration. In addition to an expanded case for support and information about the qualifications and experience of the supervisory team, the full proposal will also ask for details of training and career development opportunities that will be available to the student. 
For more information about this year’s process and deadlines, and to download the outline project proposal form, visit [page on MOLA website]

16. What happens after a university submits a full project proposal? 
The assessment panel will meet in January 2027 to consider all the eligible proposals. We will provide feedback on proposals and may make recommendations subject to improvements or conditions suggested by the panel. If a proposal is successful, MOLA will formally nominate the project to the AHRC. The university supervisor will then need to submit a Collaborative Award application form via the UKRI Funding Service to allow the AHRC to undertake basic eligibility checks and to set up awards. Once this is completed the studentship can be advertised, and the university will then administer it in line with standard AHRC collaborative doctoral studentships. 
 
17. As a prospective student, where do I find out about applying for a MOLA Collaborative Doctoral Landscape Award studentship? 
The MOLA studentships will be advertised at http://www.ahrc-cdp.org/ in Spring 2027, and on MOLA’s social media channels (Twitter, Facebook and Instagram).	Comment by Dwyer, Emma: Revise this! Facebook and LinkedIn? Is Instagram coming back? We/the universities also post adverts on jobs.ac.uk and CIfA jobs and training bulletin. 
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